et; ch what doubtywhat fad preſagi ging voice 
Whiſpers within, and bids me not had If 


gy” 
Bids me contemplate every State Around, 


From ſultry 8 ain to Norway's ic 
Bids their ve rights, their ruined g | 1 
And tells me, thele, like Ireland, 2 


r 


— 
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IEE FRIENDS OF AN UNION, G. 


A QUESTION of ſerious and eternal moment to Ire- 
land, we underſtand, is about to be agitated, relative to 
an Union with Great Britain. Men eminent for political 
rank, and diſtinguiſhed. for legiſlative talent, ſeem ſilent 
on a ſubje&t that challenges every exertion of their 
powers. A few publications it is true have appeared, 
but not without eſcaping that fatal and peſtilential taint of 
party, that with malignant breath withers every produc- 
tion of the land; and what is ſtrange, though their ten- 
dency is to leſſen Iriſh honour and diminiſh Iriſh power, 
they have been heard by Iriſhmen with a wiſh to find 
them true. © Paffion in its firſt violence controls intereſt, 
as the eddy for a while runs againſt the ſtream.” ——Our 
| wee wound be to deſcribe the effect which ſuch- an 
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Union would have on the kingdom, and in the purſuit” 


embrace thoſe objects that will beſt promote and inform 


our deſign. UnconneQed with party, and independant 


in principle, + we claim no other merit than impartiality, 


Ihe novelty of the taſk muſt plead excuſe for the errors 
of its execution; and travelling an unbeaten track we 


may now and then demand ſome indulgence for our wan- 
derings. Affectation of ornament ſhall give way to an 


unſtudied ſimplicity ; and ſatire, however agreeable, 


ſhall be ſacrificed to truth. The diſcuſion we attempt 


may provoke abler men, and we ſhall obtain our fondeſt 
wiſh ſhould we animate genius to exertion, and ſtimu- 


late the talent of the ee to come for ward and aſſert its 


claims. 


What "+ cauſe than kk your LG ſees, - 
The 97 deftruQtion at her vitals aim'd? - 
Tuonson. 


4 * 
: 


It may not be a is Vii ta sur reculicRien” 
that body of men who; firſt gave conſequence to Ireland, 


by ſecuring to her independence'; 3 2 body of men who de- 
feated political and religious tyranny, and gave to our 


enchanted viſion the glorious proſpect of Free Trade and 


brotherly Union. Ireland recovered from that long 


night of gloom' and prejudice, in which it was fated we 
ſhould forget our dignity and reſources, hailed the Vo- 


: lunteers of 77 as the 8 or the kingdom,” and 1 


* 


"4 Nam neque Divitias, neque Honores palme ſed Liberta- 


tem quam nemo bonus niſi cum anima fimuLamiſit, —Ours would 


be the Liberty that would W not che Licentiouſneſs that 


/ 95 e _ alfertors. 


e ) 
| 000 of clofe . we e ta Grate enjoy, but 
which Intolerance with cruel deriſion $ bad long denied 
to Iriſhmen. Pride, and even power, oppoſed feeble 
g barriers to manly—well- conducted reaſon, and the whit- 
pers of party were loſt in the tu}l-toned energy of the ir- 
reſiſtible voice of truth. With ſolemn confidence we now 
appeal to the ſenfe of the nation, whether we are to 
abandon for ever the advantages obtained by our coun- 
trymen? Are we, with worſe than Glial ingratitude, 
about, not only to forget, but to infult the fatigues and 
the ſucceſſes of that ever to be reſpected Body? Shall we 
after witneſſing the day of Iriſh freedom break in upon us, 
with unrivalled luſtre, ſuffer it to be for ever clouded by 
thoſe who, to uſe the words of Bolingbroke, « would 
© not have paſſed for conjurors, even in the times of 
« darkneſs, ſuperſtition and ignorance ? —-Who will 
aſſert that the Iriſh Volunteers armed for the purpoſe of 
one day, bringing about an Union with England ? Has 
any man a head fo weak, or a heart ſo depraved, as for 
2 moment to lend belief to ſuch an aſſertion ? Certainly 
no man. Their generous minds graſped. nobler objects, 
they purſued and obtained national Independence and na- 
tional Honor. And is there in exiſtence an Iriſhman—a 
diſintereſted mana man out of the verge of the Court, 
and independant of its favors, who could on ſerious re- 
flection adviſe us to give up, what was obtained by valor 
and n. to the icin of corr unt. or the ſtra- 


4 Was i it not nt inſtead of relief to 225 us permiſi an 00 
plant Tobacco, and encourage the growth of Homes yet they 
were granted as. A fayors to this King —Riſum 
teneatus? | | 

tagems 


FE 


a 


1 of 3 8 No, thers 4 is acl a. ' man. 


2 5 who bas judgment to diſcern, and boldneſs to act accord- 


ing to the dictates of that judgment, who could adviſe 
ſuch a meaſure as an Unien; on the contrary, he would 
reſiſt the deluſion, and with contempt reject a meaſure 


en a with ruin. The queſtion is not of a private but 


a general nature, involving every intereſt, and compre- 
hending every ſitua tion, and demands the honeſt oppoſi- 
tion of every man friendly to the intereſts of his Country, 
eee to maintain its LW weeds 
_ 


a1 ticularly relies, are called upon in a pecu- 


Har manner to pPpoſe an Union—general applauſe will 


give confidence to the oppoſition. They will not forget 


tue famas Ayleſbury caſe,” where they were ſupported 
Aagainſt the opinion of the national Repreſentatives, though 
the favorite branch of the Legiſlature, becauſe the No- 


bles acted in ſupport of legal rights, and enforced the re- 
gular execution of ancient law. Their attachment to the 


Rap the realm indiſpoſed them to ſe&old foundations 
bed, or land-marks removed,” though under the 
— plauſible pretences, ſince by n ſuch 9 8 80 8 


vi 4 


4 e babes would be a loſer... 


* R $3 G Fg t ; 3s ? 


po we de rin: den uriaftrusted on the rabjeR, 
chat the Houſe of Commons is not qualified to give up its 
"own and the nation's rights, by conſenting to an Union, 
but we will give the words of Mr. Locke on the ſubject— 
4 A Parliament cannot en the Conſtitution - — it is 


K 7 84 6e limited 


< limited to the public good of the ſociety. It is a power 
« that hath no other end than preſervation, and therefore 
e cannot deſignedly impoveriſh' the ſubject; for the obli- 
« pations of the Law of Nature ceaſe not in ſociety.”— 
Cap. II. on the N of the Legiſlative Power. 
ad on every ee will . it: They per- 
ceive the conſequence of it Taxes encreaſed, Abſentees 


beyond calculation, and provincial parties courting power 


but as the inſtrument of vengeance. A man who valued 


his country would haſten from a Junto of Engliſh Clerks, 
and Engliſh Agents, ſinging a Requiem to the repoſe of 


Iriſh Honour and Iriſh Independence: it would grate 
| n his __ it would en his ee „ 

Men in mercantile life, if not from motives of 3 
good, at leaſt from private intereſt, muſt reject a meaſure 
directly tending to ere& Britiſh Commerce on the ruin of 

Iriſh Trade. We are told of the friendſhip the Engliſh 
_ Merchants would have for thoſe of this country, but ſhall 


2 we for a moment place confidence in their hollow profeſ- ? 


ans? Will our reſpectable and honorable Mercbants be- 


eve, they ſhould have an equal participation in Engliſh 


"advantages and reſources ?- Never. Many, in caſe of an 
Union, would be the waters of bitterneſs that would 
ſpring from the ſpirit of Engliſh monopoly, and the 


|  unfeeling temper of its Trade. Hear one of their firſt 
as hee * a man of ſingular ſpirit and accompliſh- 


* Mr. 6 he 2 ta and founder of 4 porcelain 


and earthen +, at urſlem, near Nencaſile, Sta fford- 
95 2 


ment; 


a 
" 
- 
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a. 


Nx 


« ment: ce Mankind (ald be) may as W 6 ER 


" + Pap e geen as ee in wn trade. * 


- What would the men worn de property Jerins lis 
an Union, but the loſs of Parliamentary honors, and an 
excluſion from all thoſe advantages that give vigour to the 
Purſuit, and ornament to the acquiſition of Fortune? 
What could they expect, but increaſed e and 
ee e 6 er” 

- What an injury wh the Bar r fultatn; in iu emela- 
ments and reputation, by the removal of the Parliament, 


5 which would effectually exclude many of its moſt ſplendid 


ornaments from ever attaining ſucceſs ? We ſhould then 
have but the Pioneers of the profeſſion, heavily armed 
with black letter learning, and encumbered by precedents 
—unenlivenied by genius, and undecorated by-eloquence. 
Take away Parliament trom the young men of brilliant 
and ſpirited talent, and we remove the direct road they 
- could purſue to eminence. All men are not qualified for 
that patient; undeviating attention, that enſures ſucceſs to 

© the laborious profeſſor : ſome prefer imagination to ſei- 


| ence, and would ſucceed by the wind when' they would 


fail at the oar. It is our lacred duty, to be cautious how | 
we ſuffer the young ſhoots of genius and talent, that, pro- 
perly ſuſtained, might advance the boundaries of ſcience, 
or enlarge the ſtores of wildom, to wither on the ground, 
uncultured and unprotected: or, under pretence of ſalu- 
tary meaſures, indulge a malevolence that delights in de- 
Preſſing talent, becauſe envious of its brilliancy. Was 
"008 pied child of. nature, Huſſey Burgh, when 

- ny 1 living, 


4 = 
3 


_iving, to hear of ſuch an intended injury to that profeſſion 


of which he was the brighteſt ornament, in indignation he 


would give ſcope to that ſeductive and irreſiſtible elo- 
quence that allowed him no competitor—and would ani- 


mate the moſt languid to the rejection of a meaſure, me- 


nacing the extinction of every thing graceful and brilliant 
in oratory. He would never liſten to the breaking up of 
the political hot-bed, in which every fertile variety of 


_ genius burſts into effloreſcence. How would a noble 


Lord, + over whoſe tomb humanity and literature long 


will weep, was he an Iriſhman, reje& with indignation an Un 


Union; his capacious mind, ſtored with literary treaſures, 


and his luxuriant-fancy chaſtened by a correct and liberal 


taſte, would oppoſe with all their graceful energy, A con- 


_ demnation of every thing dear and eſtimable to man. He 


would encourage and foſter talent in.its.native land, and 
not ſuffer it to ſeek advantages abroad, it could ſo admira · 
bly ende. at. | RPGs... 


4 


ſocieties, pleaſuzes, and reſources. In fact, as far as our 


views extend, we can perceive an Union but as a painted 
; neee entomb our honor, e and comforts. _ 


We are particularly called upon 


fe; 3, oP Toiutarmit 9 
To Again the wakeful foe”. N 


* Lord Mandel —Quant ullum i inveniemus „k; 
F 


Thoſe meb who eaſy in manner, and indolent in habit, 
paſs idly yet not inſignificantly through life, perceive at 
the ſirſt glance, how fatal an Union would prove to their 
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(1) 


We are wield. it i is i indiſpenſable to prevent a repetition « of. 
the diſturbances that lately diſgraced this country. It 
cannot be diſfembled, that exceſſts have been committed, 
from the recolle tion of which bumanity retires bluſhing ; 
but Iriſhmen diſown them, as ever having had birth in 
their land. An aQive and virulent enemy, ever on the 
watch to extend its wide- -waſting calamities, ſucceſsfully 
employed emillaries in this kingdom for many years paſt, 

_ diſſeminating doctrines, recommending the ſubverfion of 


EE its Conſtitution, and the removal of the enemies of ſuch 


doctrines, by ſecret treachery, as well as open rebellion. 


In their brutal luſt, neighing aſter the conſtitution of 
45 « their neighbours, they ar deflower the unwilling or 


8 


ce © gifle the voice e and the ee of is pollution,” + 


We will aſſert with confidence, that the natural temper of 


| Triſhmen in diſguſt would ficken at propoſals of affaſſina- 


F tion, and warmly condemn what it ſtrongly abhorred; it 


never had exiſtence here, but came from a country, that 
by its. arts would ruin the kingdom, it ene never con- 
Aer by i „„ oc. | 


And) is it now, alter defeating the moſt nnn We 
ol che enemies of our Conſtitution, after rallying around, 
and giving it new confidence, by ſhewing our attachment, 
when afſailed on every fide by enemies far from inſignifi- 

_ -cant=---is it now we are called. upon to give it up, and 
transfer to others what has been defended by national valor, 

| and by a 2 r of ebene blood? Are we 


5 betisek Linrature, 
too 


cn) 


— 


too impotent for the ul of the government po our illandꝰ. 


Has any deluſive enchantment ſuſpended the exertion of 


thoſe powers we ſo lately and ſo ſucceſsfully employed? | 


E appeal to. any man in calm and ſober ſenſe, whether it 


was for an Union the Iriſh Yeomanry embodied? Was it 


for an Unjon they yielded up domeſtic comfort and indul- 
gence to become ſoldiers, at the expence of all thoſe blan- 
diſhments that ſoften and enliven exiſtence ? Men the 


moſt averſe to arms, forgetting every luggeſtion of private. | 


gratification, inſpired by valour and patriotiſm, were the 
foremoſt to come forward and attach themſelves to the 


banners of the Conſtitution, with an alacrity that no man 


will afſert was inſpired and ſupported by the hope of an 
Union. No ſuch hope fuſtained the Yeoman, nor the 
profeſſional ſoldier, in the laborious and dangerous dif- 
charge of duty. The Conſtitution was. attacked by do- 
meſtic perfidy, it was menaced with. foreign invaſion; there 
were the claims on our exertion: the claims, were not. 
' vain, the exertions were unequalled, and the conſequence 
has been the total ruin of a Rebellion, planned with inge 
nuity, but purſued with temerity, and concluded: in me- 
rited infamy and abhorrence. | 


\ 


ſult to us by the further increaſe of Abſentees, already fo 
injuriouſly numerous. What man, whoſe property would 


enable him to live in England, the ſeat of Government, 
Arts, Science, Commerce, and Pleaſure, would confent to 


In caſe of an Union a material diſadvantage would re- 


— 


live in his native land, a daily witneſs to its degradation, 5 


its inſignificance and poverty. England in that caſe would 
*5 the emporium for all that Ireland could derive from 
B 2 ather 


( 12) 

| Fare nations; hilft lrcking would _ the painful . re- 
fleQion, that at the moment fortune was about to enrich; 
her iſle, by the return of order, and rendvation of com- 


merce, ſhe rejected her favors, and gave to the guardian-- 
' ſhip of others, that honor and opulence ſhe ſhould periff 


ere ſhe would abandon. Remaining as we are, our Con- 
ſtitution ſtrengthened and invigorated, will extend to us 


the moſt beneficial effects; the inſtruments of rebellion 
| being removed, the people become anxious to fhelter 
themſelves under the ſhade of their ancient and ſalutary | 
laws. We are not ignorant, for it cannot be concealed, 
that from thoſe convulſions that lately agitated our land, 
parties have grown up, much to the diſtraction of the 
public mind, and much to the injury of public proſperity: 
veiling their liberal deſigns under the ſpecious pretence 
of general advantage, they may endeavour to promote an 
Union between the two kingdoms, with as mpch tervency, 
but we truſt, leſs ſucceſs, than they have effected diſunion 


in this. Party deſires are impotent when oppoſed to ge- | 


neral claims; and the narrow bigotry that charaQerizes © 


Aa political, like that which marks a religious party, can- 
not bear . teſts of truth and' reaſon. 


We are OTE of the Scottiſh. Union as an argument 
for conſenting to an Iriſh one, but the fact is, it is a mat- 
ter of rejection for Ireland, nor are we confident that it 
has been one of advantage to Scotland, at leaſt it 


Was by no means reliſhed by the Scots; Scotland, labo- : 


rious in the induſtry of its inhabitants, bas by no means 
the fertile ſoil, nor genial climate of this country: its 


Courts of Law were entirely influenced by the deſires of 


the 


* 


: the Crown, and that Hoe muſt 3 ni innume- 


rable miſeries on the Kingdom. Every man is informed 
of the meaus employed to bring about that Union, and 


although unre/trifed on the ſubje&t, we ſhould: only 
fatigue by any detail. How well the Treaty of Union 


was obferved appears from the conduct of the Britiſh Par- 
liament, in a ſeſſion or two afterwards. Ireland, ſepa 
rated by an extenſive ocean from England, temperate in 
elimate, and inhabited by a brave and hardy race, re- 


quires but the hand of induſtry and encouragement, to 
make it one of the richeſt of iflands : it is our duty to be 
cautious how we deprive it of the motives that ſtimulate 
to induſtry, and'remove from it the means of ſupplying 


encouragement. Entirely free from thoſe circumſtances 
that might have rendered an Union of advantage to Scot- 


land, it is particularly fo of any corruption on the legal 5 
Bench. The independence of our Judges {excluſive of 
any effect from their reſerved: and retired temper,) is ſe- 


cured by Parliament; and both the Laws themſelves and 
the Profeſſors are tinged with the mild and liberal cha- 


racter, which the 8 of 5 and Science ne- | 


ver "tals to Wan 


The moſt inveterate enemies 4 Ireland * allow . 0 


in the gloomieft days of prejudice, its inhabitants were 
ardent lovers of juftice, and preferred the equal adminiſ- 
tration of Tagliſk e to the ow but venerable inſtitu- 


1 1 July, 1706, Queen * iſſued an Order of Council, 
that all perſons concerned in diſcourſe or libel, or in laying 

wagers relatin a * Union, tags be TRIO with. the utmoſt 

rig of the | 


tons 
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tions of FOE own, or the flattering” vanity of 3 in- 
This is allowed by Authors, 4 certainly not 
favorable to Ireland, and whom nothing but conviction 
could have induced to make the aſſertion. And can any 
man have the confidence to aſſert that the ſun of Science, 
ſhining with meridian vigour over Europe for ſome centu- 
ries, hung in ſullen eclipſe over this. unfortunate land 3 
who could be bold enough to hazard the aſſertion, who | 
mad enough to give it credit. Let us look from one ex- 
tremity of the Globe to another, take a broad and intel- 
_ ligent view of the different Countries that compoſe it, and 
where ſhall we find one that has proſpered in the manner 
of Ireland? Notwithſtanding the large ſums drawn for 4 
the preſent war, all the diſcouraging circumſtances. at- 


dependence. 


tending apprehenſions of Invaſion, and all the unhappy 


_ conſequences that ever muſt reſult from inteſtine commo- 
tion, have not our Commerce, Reſources and Reſpecta- 8 
bility attained an elevation, that twenty years ſince our 

moſt ſanguine hopes did not aſpire to? Have we not ad- 
vanced more than gradually in the perfection of the 
Arts, Sciences, Elegancies and Refinements, that bleſs 
and adorn life, and beſt mark the advancement of a Coun- 
try ? Have not the People, even in the midſt of the late 
Rebellion, proved their Loyalty, by cruſhing the ſerpent 
of Democracy, at the moment it was attempting to en- 
twine around our. Conſtitution ? They ſupported, they 
maintained, "oe ſecured that ineſtimable Conſlitution, 1 


+ Sir John Darts, aha 8 cer, &c x, 


when 


1 A Conſtitution, ſays Voltaire, the Fenner, and the orna- 


-ment of Euro 
Si Antiquitatem ſpe 


es vetuſtifima, f dignitatem Nobilifima, 


. 6 2 amp] ima. Sir Edward C oke. 


when its enemies were about to lay the axe to it, and 
with hideous ruin were preparing to overturn that beauti- 
ful Edifice, compoſed of but three orders, King, Lords, 

and Commons; under the ſhade of which Induſtry meets 


reward, and ſorrow finds alleviation, and whoſe beauti- 
ful ſymmetry and venerable antiquity attract the admira- 


tion, and challenge the reſpect of nn Nations. 5 
- | e 


For many years prior to the late Rebellion no art was 
negleRed, no ſpring was ſuffered inanimate, that could 


by any means exaſperate the People againſt the Goyern- 


ment, but on the ſide of Loyalty all was voluntary, un- 
expected, valorous and rapid, and fortunately all has 


been ſucceſsful. We have ſeen ourſelves, and we have 


ſhewn to other Nations what exertions this Country is 


capable of performing, and what reſources it poſſeſſes, to 
defeat even the beſt · planned ſchemes of its enemies. We 


ave evidently evinced that the Nation is zealouſly at- 
| tached to Law and Order, and acknowledges © that 


« eyery jewel plucked from the crown of Majeſty, would 


« be made uſe of as a-bribe to corruption, it might en- 
ce rich the few who ſhared, but would in fact impoveriſh 
& the public... Bat whilſt thus attached to, and thus 


determined to ſupport our preſent Conſtitution, | we are, : 
it is to be hoped, unanimous that ſuch attachment, and 
ſuch ſupport, would prove more effectual, and certainly 


More wn when coming as ea free and e 


1 Dodter Goldfmith. 


offer 


(16). 


off 3 PIR 8 Wation , than when claimed 5 ex- 
acdedd as the proportion of a province. Has not the Na- 
tion ſufficient energy and ſufficient ability within itſelf, to 
remove every diladvantage under which, it may ſuffer? 
Does it not in its own boſom poſſeſs power adequate to 
any neceſſary exertion ? And for what purpoſe ſhall we 
ſolicit or admit the interference of others to execute, what 
we ourſelves are ſo capable of performing £ 


We are Informed, thut ! in caſe ol an Ualos Toctend will 
be well reprefented in the Britiſh Parliament - Gredat 
Fudsus Apella. The repreſentation of Scofland will 
ſerve as « beacon if we diſdain not inſtruction. What 
wiſe man would believe, that a few Iriſh members, elected 
probably from the influence of extenfive fortune; reſiding 
at a diſtance from their native foil, and under the guidance 
of a Britiſh Miniſter, would conſult Triſh intereſt, and pro- 
mote Trifh independance. Would they not prefer Britin 

5 intereſt; 4 | Eſpecially when claſhing with Iriſh. 


Brery man is acquainted with this | faſctuntions that fur- 
round the Court ; and that ſplendor which dazzles, and 
not infrequently. corrupts thoſe accuſtomed to its glare, 
would have no weak effect on thoſe who from novelty 
would admire, and from admiration of its elegance, would 
ain deſire to partake of its luxury. Should the Britiſh 

iniſter then advance His propofals, what would become 
of the Iriſh 3 in the — W a 


0 . che tax on a Malt i in 1 was poſed by trees. | 
Scotch Peer and Commoner in either Houſe, it op carried by the 


er, in 28 TOY of one of the Articles of the TO. 
[4 | 


* 


4 . 


| then would be the ſworn defenders of our Laws, our Com- 

merce, and advantages? They would remain filent, or 
their voices would prove too weak or too ſew to be heard 5 

in ſuch an aſſembly. They were men, and did not refiſt 
corruption. Menander faid, long ſince, © It is Man, his 

« name explains the reſt.” Yet ſome men, from princi- 

ple, from pride, from diſintereſtedneſs, or from that honor 

which is the protection and ornament of virtue, if not vir- 

tue itſelf, ſteadily and invariably purſuing the real advannk 
tage of their country, would, we make no doubt, reject 

with generous indignation all that miniſterial profuſion 

could beſtow, or all that popular zeal could offer to the | 
warmeſt advocates of its intemperance. Vet even the | 
conſtant offers of temptation to an honeſt man would be | 
diſguſting, to a weak man dangerous. Hiſtorians inform | | 


us, the dogs of Egypt drink running, apprehenſive of the 
Crocodiles of the Nile; the application I fear would then 
. ſuit our worthy members at the other. ſide. of the water. 
Too few to make a formidable ſtand as a body, Scythian- | 
Ike, their battles ſhould be fought flying, and we might ö 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that in the courſe of eiglit years the 
braveſt and the hardieſt, unencouraged by hope, and un- 
ſupported by ſucceſs, might forget their valor, and relax 
their reſolution. Indolence and effeminacy would, in ſuch - 
a time, without any aid, prove ſufficient to ſap the founda- 
tion of thoſe virtues, that inſtead of ſupporting and adorn- 
ing their native land, lent aſſiſtance to its ruin, » by n. 
ing advocates for its COPEneaADes; 5 | 


The Friends of an Union farther obſerve, that it would 
effectually re this country from 17 future repellion 


* : | $- 8 f g or 
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dut the emblems of the Monarchy from the kingdom, 


preſumptuous darings of an enemy, that, to uſe the words 


letos, the injuries ee from Cannon, and from i intre- 


Palſy the growth of thoſe Parties that revive with malig- 
-nant activity animofities which every friend to his country 


in general, loyal body of men, through the generous cle- 
meney of the-Legiſlature, was again to meet oppoſition | 


| N vetant nee Terra. 
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or bande! but we cannot perceive on What ground 
it is urged: we do not find that the Union of Scotland 
prevented two dangerous Rebellions, that were nearly fa- 
tal to the repoſe of the country, nor prevent riots from 
taking place, in our own memory, that every friend to 
Scotland bluſhes at remembering. x 


Is it to be imagined, that removing not 4 the ſpirit 
would' tend to tranquiliſe domeſtic uneaſineſs, or awe the 


of Shakeſpeare, 5 PER no'more mercy than there is milk 
e in a male tyger;” an enemy ever aQive in ſcattering its 

doctrines through every country of the globe, and pro- | 
moting with fervid energy, the worſhip of the Genius of 
the riſing Republic. Would not that enemy, in our then 
political night, endeavour to revenge with pikes and ſtil- 


| Jy : . 


We are adv fas that an 4 nion would effeQually 


* ; 
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Had hoped were never again to exiſt. We had never con- 
ceived, that the extenſion of priviliges to a numerous, and, 


_ the 8 avs of a- Gordon. F In the. breaſts of one 
r 


| #Quod genus is hog hominum, quæve hunc tam ids morem 
permittit Faria: Hoſpitis prohibemur arene; Bella cient, pri - 


"Can 3 
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1 we had belicxad- no 3 oat operate but 


. gratitude, in thoſe of the other Party only liderality. In 
other countries, and at other times, parties have ated on 


general and broad principle—here, from private male vo- 
lence; not actuated by general good, but inflamed by in- 


dividual malice. Paſſion or intereſt may create zeal 


among them, but what can give ſtability to error, or uni- 
formity to illiber1 excluſion: their opinions will foon be 


rejected in theory, where men can think, and in praQtice, 


where men can act, with freedom. Such parties tend to 


their diſſolution from their birth; they are abortions, born 


only to ſcream, and periſh, and leave thoſe to contempt, 


whoſe kindneſs nurſed them into miſchief.” : In the pre- 


ſent temper of the times we cannot expect to be heard 
with impartiality; but we ſhall not ſacrifice Truth-we 


ſpeak as men anxious for the independance, property, and 


preſent eſtabliſhments of the Kingdom, and defirous to 
maintain them by unanimity, confidence, and a manly | 


_ avowal of ſentiment. We ſpeak as men who cannot fa- 


vor thoſe parties, becauſe they are corrupt, and cannot. 
fear them, becauſe they are impotent. We would aſk, is 
it in a ſtate of political convaleſcence that Party ſhould _ 
exert ingenuity to gain influence? Is it not a prof- 
titution of talent, to make uſe of it in ſuch a cauſe, 
and at ſuch a time? What can be derived from it, but 
political ferment, and eee The 1 of the 


Lord Bolin broke, ſpeaking of the bigotted temper of Party, | 


ſaid, he ſhould not be ſurpriſed if the Plague was laid to the charge 


of the Catholics, as well as the Fire. Had his lordſhip lived in 


our day, he might probably not only find men liberal to aſſert, 25 
intelligent enough to believe it. 
1 Taxation no Tyranny. | 15 
| people 


* 
- 
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3 che beſt ſource of 8 wealth, is ng 
minds are inflamed, and diſabled from the exerciſe of their 
powers ; in facts in ſuch a, vortex is ſwallowed up every 
thing that can dignify or ornament our nature. Our pic-- 
ture is not imaginary ; we have no field for the exerciſe of 
fancy, nor do we court the embelliſhments of eloquence; 
we would carry conviction: to the unprejudiced, for Party 
is too 1 to admit any thing like plain, unvar- 
en truth. | 


— 


/ 


. 


: The poli and diſtinguiſhed Veteran who, bending 
under Laurels, accepted the Government of this Country, 
in times that demanded even the firmneſs and talent of a 

Cornwallis, has uniformly evinced his diſa pprobation of 
Party, by diſcountenancing its higheſt and warmeſt 
Leaders: the ſterling Coin, not the counterfeits 
of Loyalty, paſs current at the Caſtle. As was ſaid 
ofa ew valued Predeceſſor of his“ his virtues are his 
< arts.” That Nobleman feems to reign in the hearts 
of his ſubjeQs, and his clemency invites even the diſaf- 
HfeQted to forget their ſchemes, and ſeek in the purſuit of 
induſtry oblivion of baffled diſloyalty. Mercy was ever 
an attribute of valor, and we may ſay of him as was ſaid 
of one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Warriors of antiquity : 
: Fortune did not give him any thing greater than the 
| power of preſerving the lives of ſuch multitudes, nor Na- 
ture oy thing better. than bo will to 1 it. | 


Wikil Jabet nec ee tua ee quam ut poſfes is, nee 
natura tua melius quam ui velis conſervare quam 3 55 


Cicero * TW 
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Many would have the Lord ae of this King- 


dom armed. with the inſtruments of vengeance, and ex- 


tending deſolation; they would e him reſemble Hell's 
griſly Tyrant, who rules „ 


on de abject und « inbling den. 


But lch dominion would ill fit a mind expanded by va- 
lour and benevolence, it would, be deſpiſed by one who 


unrivalled as a Soldier, never forgot his feelings as a 
Man : thoſe feellings will prove his beſt reward, they gave 
added luſtre to the brilliant eclat of his youth, they will 
prove the ornament and conſolation of his years. Bor- 
rowing the language of Longinus—“ He will now re- 


ee ſemble the ſetting Sun, he will loſe his vivid ſplendor, 
e yet retain his general wann, and pleaſe more though | 
ce he may n leſs.” | 


1 


In taking a view of the Trade of Ireland, which of late 
| interrupted, ſeems now on the recovery, we immediately | 
perceive how great has been its increaſe within the laſt 


twenty years. This appears from the large ſums which 
of late have'been laid out in incloſing, m manuring, culti- 
vating and age the general N 12 the Country, 


* 


* I cannot conceive under Kooven (which 3 in its Hig tole- 


rates all forts of ' beings) a more contemptible wretch than one 


bloated with pride and arrogance, without civil knowledge, or 


military ſkill, calling for battles he ſhall never fight; courting 


dominion he ſhall: never exerciſe, and ſatisfied to be cruel and con- 
temptible, that he Ty make others wicked and miſerable. 
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not ws 1 the 8 but even by the Tenants 
themſelves, who contrive, in general, to ſupport, and 
ſometimes enrich a numerous offspring. It is incontro- 
vertible that the Farmer and Peaſant now live in a better 
manner, and poſſeſs more of the conveniencies of life than at 
any former period, which muſt ariſe from the produce of 
their lands, ſo cultivated and improved. What ſums of 
money, in every Man's memory, have been laid out in 
forming and opening the New Docks in Dublin, in cut- 


ting Canals, and carrying on Works of utility and Trade? 


What an appearance of profuſion and opulence even in 
the Houſes of middling Life, not only in the 8 COP. put 
in the 8 EM ZE | 8 


War WERE has foes many of the avenues leading to 
opulence, but from the recent and brilliant victories of 


_our fleets, we may naturally i imagine the enemy has loſt 
| ſome of its haughtineſs, by loſing much of its ſtrength, and 


is diſpoſed for peace. trom inability to purſue. the war. 
5 France with all her conqueſts is like a rotten garment. 


NE whoſe owner conſoles himſelf for all its filth, patches, 
e androttenneſs, in an embroidered border, though its 


& weight daily adds to the wear and tear of the miterable 


« drapery it adorns.” Tt is our duty to ſhew we are 


animated by a Roman ſpirit, and perceive the juſtice of its 
martial im. Bellum Pacem WH. 4 

We naturally wiſh for Peace, but would extend every 
reſource for War; and IT and als will this 


- 1 


+ Plain Thoughts of a Plain Man. 
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honor, by preſerving her own. Peace, on its return, will 


bring Trade into moſt of its former channels; we ſhall 
again witneſs the proſperity which for a time had been in- 


terrupted, and return to the purſuits and occupations that 
1 F 


ng; connect, and enrich ſociety. „ 


15 als of an Onda, Re its partizans, you will partici- 


pate in all that opulence and commerce that are the viſt- 


ble features of Englifh fortune and induſtry. We venture, 


with ſolemn yet unpreſuming confidence; to aſſert, ſo far 


from it, we ſhould be the Hewers of Wood and Drawers of 
Water to the Engliſh. Iriſh productions would be encou- 


raged but as would ſuit Engliſh advantage, indulge Engliſh 
luxury, or flatter Engliſh caprice. Iriſh Manufacturers, 
unable to vie with Engliſh Purchaſers, would conſequent · 
ly fail. Iriſh materials would not be purchaſed, nor 


would their credit ſubſiſt. The Manufacturers at preſent, | 


a reſpectable claſs, would in a ſhort time be forced to toil 


in ſubaltern ſituations, employed, perbaps, as ſervants, 
where they ſhould be maſters, and aiding the formation of 


Engliſh fortunes. on the ruin of their own. Every Iriſh- 
man ſhould deteſt a meaſure that would bring ſuch miſery 


on his countrymen, Every man of feeling and ſpirit will 
exert his influence to prevent the Manufacturer from 


breaking, the Huſbandman from ſtarving, and the _ | 


dom (as Ireland) from being depopulated. What would 
be the ſituation of Dublin ſhould an Union be formed? 
The proſpect is too gloomy to view even for a moment— 


it is without hope—it could admit no conſolation.” If even 


the ſorrows and miſeries attending 2 „ eity, 


— 
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and ruined e ſhould 3 no impreſſion on 
his callous. beart, perhaps ſeif-intereſt would roule the 
wealthy Abſentee to oppoſe a meaſure threatening the 
very exiſtence ot that wealth. Every man knows, what 
immenſe fortunes are drawn from Dublin, and none can 
be f e ignorant that an Union would almoſt deſtroy them. 
© We are informed, indeed, Ireland would not be without a 
Viceroy, but, gracious God, what Nobleman diſtinguiſhed 
for rank, ſpirit, or accompliſhment, would accept a ſta- 
tion where he ſhould become acquainted but with its 
painful offices; where he would have the reſponſibility, 
with but the mutilated power of a Lord Lieutenant, poſ. 
ſefling all the © invidious duties, without the means of 
8 ſoftening or dignifying them.“ f The friends of Mo- 
narchy would be pained to ſee its Repreſentative in a ſtate 
of degradation, with = authority curtailed, and energy 
bt diminiſhed.” | | 


» 
8 


7 1 e had before occaſion to obſerve, that no Man whoſe 
fortune and ſituation permitted, would remain in this 
Country after an Union : : we would then find a rapid ſale 
'of Iriſh property, which would be principally purchaſed 
by Engliſh ſettlers, and the purchaſe money veſted in Eng- 
-liſh and foreign ſecurities. The immenſe ſums drawn for 
the ſupport of thoſe Abſentees, would prove a conſtant 
- drain to the reſource of the Kingdom, without the leaft 
conſideration or return, and in ſearching Hiſtory we could 
not diſcover an inſtance of any Country, or conquered 
Province, paying: ſuch an annual tribute e to another as we 


* 


7 Prince of Wales' Letter to Mr. Pitt on \ the een buſineſs 
ſhould 
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| nets then pay to Ks Oni e 1 
| Mines of Gold and Silver are ſuſtained by the bounty of 
nature, in the exportation of their Bullion, hut we want⸗ 
ing ſuch natural pro/!uce,, and dependant on Induſtry and 
Commerce, could derive only calamity from enereaſed 
| Ablentees. Cynical Men would ſay, the evil will cure 
itſelf, for if the demands of your Ablentees greatly exceed 
your gain, there will ſoon be nothing for them to draw, 
and they muſt be forced to return to their native Country, 
2 05 unleſs they fancy it more agreeable to ſtarve abroad. In 
0 poſſible inſtance could thoſe Abſentees contribute to 
our intereſt, by the exertion of any influence at the other 
fide of the water, in a ſhort time; had they even the de- 
fi Ire and the power to be of ſervice, they would be igno- 
rant of the means. Such Deſerters weuld be our worſt 
; enemies, laying us under a continual pillage to their va- 
nity, luxury and profligacy. Money ' conſumed at 
home may injure the individual, yet enrich the Public, 
but drawn from a Kingdom without any return, muſt 
ultimately prove its ruin. What would the abſence of 
the Men of fortune and influence be, but an inducement 
do every Rebel to execute his ſchemes, when no longer 
deterred by their preſence. Hear Sir John Davis, in his 
HFiſtorica! Relations :—* The abſence of the Nobility, 
© who having great eſtates in Ireland, yet kept their re- 
„ ſidence in England, was the principal cauſe of the flow 
_ © progreſs made in the reduttion of Ireland, and of the fre- 
* quent Rebellions of the Iriſh, who were thereby encou- 
“e Taged to make encroachments upon the Engliſh, and diſ- | 
e poſſeſs them of their Lands; and that the Kings of Eng- | : 


6 * land were thereby put to the neceſſity of ſending armies 
| D E 


£ 26 S 


©" over jrom e to tithe, ha reduce: and tc lebe 
d Fal pr rdvinces thereof. Our Anceſtors in their wif- 
| dam law. the evil, and took precaution againſt it. The 
"Statute of Abſciitebs, "28th *Henty the VIII. "expreſely 
nbdtices | that two' parts in three of the yearly 'profits 
«of the Lands of Able Perſbns nd, by reaſon of their 


„ abſence, belong i to the King, by virtue of the” Mathtes 


5 for that purpoſe provided. „ And. by an aQ paſſed: fo 
I Car. 1. Sp. 21 It is enated that all $er ſons dwellitg 
Bac in En ngland, or elſewhere, WhO ſhall obtain titles of 


ee honor Among the Nobility Ne of Ireland ſhall, thodigh re- 
ſe) 


N « fident, in England, or where, cöntribute to wales 


LS 2 All public chartzes, taxed ythe Parliament, ratealy and 


. 
- - R * 


= „ in| ſuch manner e as others of their rank, refh ident i in this 
Kingdom, are or "ſhall. be liable unto.“— Our An- i 
ceſtors ſagaciouſſy prevented Abſeütees, and a1 are we called 
on to give our Labour, our Talent, and Reſource, to che 


8 


a aggrandizement of. Britain, by Tupporting her Settlers jn 


our Country, and pampering; innumerable Abſentecs in 


5 hers: as long as ſuch a waſteful export of our Treaſure 4 


continued, and carried with it every acquiſition we could 
make, vain would de every offer of .expedients for in- 


creaſing our Manufa cturks, leflehing our Imports, or im- 
proving our Trade: every inlet of wealth; Induſtry could 


form, would beinſifficientts' ſatisfy a devouxiog drain, 
ere wretched and miſerable. If we are 

io remain pobr, let us remain ſo as a Nation, rather than 
—— ourfelves in purſuits without hope; or indeed 


_ *ithout any other effect than that of ſupporting Men 


3 tas afraid « or a\ikmed of their * affect 
| | to 
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to treat it with contempt, but do not W to ruin it 


without remorſe. If, however, notwithſtanging all the | | 


conſequences! that would. reſult fm an Vaion, 2 nle- 


LN 


quences ever to be dreaded, as nt, only injuring th 5 re- 


ſent, but tainting future Generations, and, involving not 


only our own degradation, but chat of unborn millions, * 

who muſt curſe the Authors of a. Meaſure that for eyer 
damped Lriſh ſpirit, and for ever clouded Iriſm honor; if 
we ſay, in obyious defiance at. the intereſt of the Nation, 


the Queſtion is to be agitated, in the Name of Gap, let it 


he fairly, ſeriouſly and delibexateh): let the preſent Par- 
| lament, if it remains, take the ſenſe of the Nation on a 
fubject fo nearly affecting its intereſt. Let aggregate 


Meetings of the Freehelders in the different Counties be 


held, to give their opinion on its effects with regard to 
their particular ſituations. Let Addreſſes, be receives 


from all quarters, conveying the geheral deſixes of the 
Kingdom. Let the great landed and mercantile Men de- 


clare their. wiſhes on a ſubject, ſo nearly affeging their 


Property and Commerce. Let the Brofefiopal Bodies be 


conſulted, and particularly let the ſenſe of the Guardians 
| of our Laws be taken, how far it is proper, or ſalutary to 

| ſuffer any alteratian in them. We may he told all rhis 
would þe improper, becauſe as yet the ferment. that | o 
lately diſturbed us has net guite ſubfiged; then we an- 
ſwer, the time is improper, for a Queſtion that demands 


_ e of Talent. were wg dee br oe 
* No people, lays Lacks, ca lignans th ri ery of 


Ly: ah viplation of this rule that te 
RT Wo RTE TONS 
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We may 65 ſome Ede to SE with more FOE 
dom than the temper of the Times admits,” but we con- 
_ ceive apathy on the preſent occaſion a c rime, which the 
Children of remoteſt Generations might call us to an ac- 
count for, we conſider it an imperious duty to ſcorn any 
temporary advantages, or court any influence contrary - 
to affection and duty to our Country. Our Conſtitution. 
gives us the privilege to aſſert our opinions, and though 
ſome late Acts of Parliament, in ſome meaſure, militate 
_ againſt it, we fill have Liberty to expreſs our ſentiments 
_ boyally, firmly, and we truſt effeQually. We find it a 
ſacred bounden duty to warn of the danger, and point 
dut the degradation of ſuch an object as an Union. Let 
us inveſtigate whether the Propoſers of it have made any 


— 


 Yiſcoveries, that eſcaped the honeſt ſagacity of our Anceſ- 


tors formerly, and it is now above the narrow conception 
of all others than themſelves ? Is the wiſdom of the Na- 
tion leſs now than it has ever been ? Is it leſs proper that 
we ſhould maintain the Government of our Land now 
than formerly? It was the boaſt of Auguſtus, that ho 
found Rome made of Brick, and dying left it entirely 

Marble; may we never be induced to reverſe the ſaying 
with regard to this Country, by giving conſent to what 
would do it effectually. It would be a melancholy proſ- 
pect to behold our Country domineered over, perhaps 
by the meaneſt, certainly the worſt of Men, who would 
unheſitatingly ere their elevation on the ſpoils of a 
Land, beggared by their rapine, © It would: be affficting 
to perceive our Government the work of many Centuries, 


the effect of muck ns and the Price of much Blood, 
transferred 
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| transferred to Men too mercenary to contult 5 its Roger, 


and too ignorant to perceive its Advantages. What 
ſhould we be in the eyes of ſurrounding Nations but 
ſcorned when we ſhould be reverenced, and pitied when 
we ſhould be dreaded. . Such is the. ſtate Ireland, once 
1928 proudly reſpectable, will be reduced to, if. conſenting to 
the deſtruction ot that Independenee, which can never 
be deſtroyed, unleſs tamely ſuffered. Hear ©3 an able but 
verſatile Stateſman ye If we ſuppoſe a caſe ſo extra va- 
« gant as the two Houſes of: Parliament concurring, to 
« make at once a formal ceſſion of their Privileges, and 


ce thoſe of the whole Nation to the Crown, and aſk who 105 py 


ce hath a right to reſiſt ſuch a meaſure ? I anſwer, the 
<« whole Nation hath the right and the means.“ We 
baye ſoftened the words becauſe we wiſh to prove, not 
illuſtrate : the plain ſenſe of the Nation needs little aid 

in diſcerning its Intereſt. Our ſenſations on this occafion' 
ſometimes gloomy, are in general confident : we truſt 
that every diſtinction of People forgetting private pique, 
and diſdaining private advantage, will conſult the gene- 
ral good, by the unanimous and decided rejection of. an 
Union, that in giving away our Independence, would deſ- 0 

troy our Riches, our Power, and our Glory. It Men are 
to be known by their Works, the Works of thoſe who de- re 


fire this Union denote. them ſufficiently; - corrupted men, TE 


who court private ſafety, in oppoſing public good; im- 
patent Men, who vainly imagine they repreſent the Na- 
bn it, aug Pech to paſs f kor the Fans | 
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of the, People, dy 8 advocates for their, ruin. 
With undiminiſhed vigour thoſe Men ſhould be oppoſed. 
who are eager to proſtitute our Dignity, ſacrifice our 
Commerce, and exbauſt our Treaſures. Againſt ſuch a 
daring and dangerous Innovation we ſhall be proud'to en- 
ter our firm, although perhaps una vailing Proteſt ; con- 
ceiving it injurious to every thing dear to us 28 Triſhmen. 

Deſiring and affiſting ſuch a meaſure is lending aid to our 
i Deſtruction, for in fact what is it but 2 ſtalking horſe, 
creeping under which our enemies may ſecurely effect their 
fatal purpoſes. Should it take place no Friend to Ireland 
© can ever mention it 15 a ſigh: . | 


lu. / ane. 2 a. Nn. 


We truſt it will prove but a child of fancy-—- 
; yet. ould attempts be made to foſter it into exiſtence 


We ha ve delivered our: n en ih; i: yot 
from 2 vain belief that in themſelves they poſſeſs mer 
but from an eager deſire to induce men of abjlicy a and ex 
perience, to warn the nation of cheſe rocks, on which h 
| Honour my for ever he wrecked. 


„ $ CES. e euerer des debris de Horner. 


Us 


We ove no ao RES to give up our preſent Conſti- 
tution, than we _ to Faw the Ig of our great 
Ie | Charter, 


(a) 


Charter, of which it was foal, ec were Liberry n 
« Magna Charta would alone prove ſufficient to revive 
6 its ſacred flame, and re-eſtabliſh a free Conftitution.” 


Judicant, qui maligne legunt. Tol the Jecifion of an impar- 
tial Public we ſubmit what has been compoſed, but with a 
view to defend their intereſts, convinced that in the rejec- 
tion of an Union, Iriſhmen will prove their real attach- 
ment to Engliſh connexion, by maintaining their preſent 
. Independance, as beſt enabling them to ſupport the ſiſter 
country in thoſe purſuits that have hitherto proſpered 
with unrivalled fortune. Her fleets and her armies have 
been ably nerved by Iriſh firmneſs, and Iriſh valour claims 
no ſmall ſhare of Britiſh laurel, As Independent Iriſh- 
| men we will ſhew, how ſuperior in ſtrength and firmneſs 
| is the grateful animated attachment of a fortunate Nation, 
to the conſtrained and eee of a a 
0 Frwviace. | 
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